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in the European
startup ecosystem.

BBVA

Spark

04



Regional leadership
and nearly 2,500 startups.
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Ecosystem value

*B€: Billion euros

2 in Spain 8 in Europe 1 in Spain 15 in Europe

Fuente: Top 30 European cities in Dealroom's analysis of entrepreneurial ecosystems. Dealroom.
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https://app.dealroom.co/metrics/ecosystem/f/rows/anyof_~startups_count~_~unicorns_count~_~future_unicorns_count~_~years_funding_number~_~years_funding_amount~_~years_exits_amount~_~employees_number~_~current_year_ecosystem_value~_~years_new_funds~/year_min/anyof_2015/location/anyof_~london_9~_~berlin_2~_paris_stockholm_~basel_2~_zurich_madrid_~hamburg_8~_~copenhagen_3~_bristol_~t_bingen~_moscow_milan_lausanne_oslo_espoo_edinburgh_~malm_~_~south_lyon~_~dublin_9~_munich_amsterdam_barcelona_~helsinki_4~_rotterdam_cologne_vienna_tallinn_~utrecht_9~_ghent_~cambridge_1~?sort=-years_funding_amount&id=40601

Investment volume and number

Catalonia is the region in Spain of rounds in Barcelona.
that has received the most VC

investment in the last 5 years:

more than 5 billion euros.

Barcelona was the 2" city
in Spain in attracting VC
investment in 2023 and the
first in investment volume
per capita.

Although investment has
decreased compared to the
€1.2 billion recorded in

2021-2022, it exceeds
ore-pandemic levels. 2021 2022 2023 2020 2021 2022 2023

The average ticket size is lower,
but the number of funding
rounds remains resilient.



https://startups.one.gob.es/curated-heatmaps/funding/location/f/founding_or_hq_slug_locations/anyof_spain/growth_stages/not_mature/is_verified/anyof_yes/rounds/not_GRANT_SPAC%20PRIVATE%20PLACEMENT/tags/not_outside%20tech?endYear=2023&interval=yearly&rows=madrid%7Evalencia%7Ebarcelona%7Eseville%7Ezaragoza%7E%7Em_laga%7E%7E%7Emurcia_2%7E%7E%7Epalma_2%7E%7E%7Ecity_es_las_palmas_de_gran_canaria%7E%7Ebilbao%7Ealicante%7E%7Ec_rdoba_1%7E%7Evalladolid%7E%7Evigo_3%7E%7E%7Ealmer_a%7E%7E%7Esan_sebasti_n%7E%7E%7Eoviedo_6%7E%7E%7Ea_coru_a_3%7E%7Egranada&sort=-2023&startYear=2000&type=amount&heatMapType=location&id=75866
https://dealroom.co/uploaded/2023/04/Dealroom-Spain-startup-Report-2023-v4.pdf

5 main sectors of Barcelona
startups by number:

Health technologies
(healthtech)

Business services and
software

Information
technologies and
mobile telephony

E-commerce

Food



https://dealroom.co/uploaded/2023/04/Dealroom-Spain-startup-Report-2023-v4.pdf

Most attractive cities for building

Barcelona is the 2nd a startup in the European Union.
favourite destination for
founders wishing to
create a startup in the EU.

Berlin

Barcelona

Amsterdam

" ‘IIIIIIII

Paris

Lisboa

Munich



https://www.accio.gencat.cat/web/.content/bancconeixement/documents/pindoles/ACCIO-analisi-de-l-ecosistema-startup-catalunya-2023-en.pdf

Ranking of EU cities by
number of scaleups
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https://www.accio.gencat.cat/web/.content/bancconeixement/documents/pindoles/ACCIO-analisi-de-l-ecosistema-startup-catalunya-2023-en.pdf
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® 14 unicornsin
Spain

® 5Sunicornsin
Barcelona

Edreams | Traveltech
Glovo | Delivery

Wallbox | Cleantech | Mobility

Travelperk | Traveltech

Factorial | HRTech

Promising scaleups


https://www.edreams.es/
https://factorialhr.es/blog/factorial-startup-unicornio/
https://glovoapp.com/es/es/
https://wallbox.com/es_es/
https://www.travelperk.com/es/producto/spain-1/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=1261_G_ES_ES_BND_EX_TravelPerk&utm_term=travelperk&utm_content=EX_TravelperkGeneral&hl1=&gclid=CjwKCAjw_4S3BhAAEiwA_64YhjgGY_Wd19ng5ct1I1qc6BrxYVX1NdMgZXJ2lXj7LHFl2M3LGYJ9NBoCFHIQAvD_BwE
https://amenitiz.com/
https://startups.one.gob.es/companies/cafler
http://www.exoticca.com/
http://www.freshlycosmetics.com/
https://heurafoods.com/es/
https://www.holaluz.com/
https://housfy.com/
http://innovamat.es/
https://www.last.app/
http://olisticscience.com/
http://mundimoto.com/
http://paack.co/
https://www.payflow.es/
http://qida.es/
https://www.redpoints.com/es/
https://www.sequra.com/
https://submer.com/
https://sunhero.com/
https://yaba.life/
https://es.wallapop.com/
https://startups.one.gob.es/companies/worldsensing
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https://www.barcelonactiva.cat/es/-/nace-la-aceleradora-bcn-health-booster-1/1.6
https://thecollider.tech/es/
https://www.conector.com/about/
https://www.seedrocket.com/
https://www.techbarcelona.com/
https://web.ub.edu/inici
https://www.url.edu/ca
https://www.upf.edu/
https://www.upc.edu/ca
https://bse.eu/
https://barcelona.impacthub.net/
https://loom.es/
https://www.regus.com/es-es
https://sitandplug.com/barcelona/poblenou/1024
https://www.wework.com/es-ES/l/office-space/barcelona
https://www.iese.edu/es/
https://www.eaemadrid.com/es/programas?c=I91204M1002
https://www.esade.edu/es
https://www.bsc.es/es
https://santpaubarcelona.org/es/
https://i2cat.net/
https://vhio.net/es/inicio/
https://www.icrea.cat/es
https://www.clinicbarcelona.org/idibaps
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https://www.4founderscapital.com/
https://inveready.com/
https://www.active-vp.com/
https://www.adara.vc/
https://antaiventures.com/
https://www.breega.com/
https://www.elaia.com/
https://encomenda.com/
https://www.extensionfund.com/
https://www.nautacapital.com/
https://www.nina.capital/
https://pluspartners.vc/
https://www.sevenrootsvc.com/
https://yellow.vc/
https://www.wayra.es/
https://zubilabs.com/

Barcelona City Council

It offers multiple programmes to support
entrepreneurship, including financing and
training.

+ INFORMACION

Catalan Finance Institute

It offers financing to companies and entities to
promote growth and innovation in the Catalan
economy.

+ INFORMACION

Regional Government
of Catalonia

Initiatives such as ACCIO provide resources for
the internationalisation and growth of technology
companies.

+ INFORMACION

Government of Spain
National innovation support programmes, such

as the Innovation Guarantee Fund (ICEX), are
also available to entrepreneurs in Barcelona.

+ INFORMACION



https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/economiatreball/es/medidas-de-reactivacion-economica/quiero-emprender
https://www.accio.gencat.cat/ca/inici
https://www.icf.cat/ca/inici
https://www.investinspain.org/en/startups

Mobile World Congress

The world's leading event for the
mobile technology industry, held
annually in Barcelona.

03 BBVA Spark Summit

4YFN

Annual event focused on startups,
organised by Mobile World Capital
Barcelona, which connects entrepreneurs
with investors.

Tech Spirit Barcelona

Annual event that showcases the key
players in the city's technology scene.



https://www.mwcbarcelona.com/
https://www.4yfn.com/
https://www.bbvaspark.com/contenido/es/eventos/bbva-spark-summit-2024/
https://techspirit.barcelona/
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In short, a vibrant centre
for entrepreneurship and
business development that

you are already a part of.

Welcome!

BBVA Spark Team



a brief history of
entrepreneurship
in Barcelona

From medieval guilds to
technology hubs: the

evolution of innovation
in the city.

BBVA

Spark
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The guilds, forerunners of innovation

From the Middle Ages onwards, Barcelona stood out
for its guild activity.




Around 1830, the Industrial Revolution reached
Spain through Barcelona with factories that applied
the steam engine power to the textile industry.

The role of entrepreneurial families such as the
Giiell and Batllé is particularly notable.

Universal Exposition of 1888: Barcelona was
positioned as a centre of innovation and commerce.




Strengthening of family businesses in key sectors.

International Exposition of 1929: exhibition of
technological advances and consolidation of the city.

Exposicion Universal de 1888: Barcelona se
proyecta como centro de innovacion y comercio.




Despite the scarcity of raw materials, the industrial
fabric recovered in the 1950s.

Barcelona attracted new industries, especially
automotive, and became one of the main hubs in

southern Europe.

The oil crisis of the 1970s reduced the number of
factories. This trend was reinforced in the 1980s with
industrial restructuring.




1992 Olympic Games: A catalyst for

urban transformation and economic
revitalisation.

Increased international investment,
especially in infrastructure and
technology.

Creation of innovation centres and
hubs by repurposing vacant industrial
heritage.

District 22@

With public and private support, 200
hectares of former industrial land in
Poblenou have been transformed into
an innovation area featuring
co-workings such as Wojo, technology
companies such as Adamo Telecom
and research centres, such as the
Institut TIC de Barcelona, among

others.


https://www.wojo.com/es-ES/espacios-de-trabajo/wojo-barcelona-poblenou
https://adamo.es/es
https://agora.xtec.cat/iticbcn/

Fuentes BBVA

Spark

Analysis of the startup ecosystem in Catalonia 2023. Acci6 — Generalitat de Catalunya
Startups.one.gob.es. Oficina Nacional de Emprendimiento. Base de datos consultada el 10/09/2024.
Spain ecosystem report 2023. Dealroom

App.dealroom.co. Base de datos de Dealroom consultada el 10/09/2024.

The Global Startup Ecosystem Report 2023. Startup Genome

Startup Heatmap Europe 2023. Marq

The Startup Ecosystem of Barcelona. StartupBlink

GPA Innova. GPA Innova

Els gremis a la Barcelona medieval. Xarxa Telematica Educativa de Catalunya

Los gremios, las poderosas corporaciones que forjaron la Edad Media y el renacimiento. National
Geographic

23


https://www.accio.gencat.cat/web/.content/bancconeixement/documents/pindoles/ACCIO-analisi-de-l-ecosistema-startup-catalunya-2023-en.pdf
https://historia.nationalgeographic.com.es/a/gremios-poderosas-corporaciones-que-forjaron-edad-media-renacimiento_19017
https://startups.one.gob.es/companies/f/all_slug_locations/anyof_spain
https://dealroom.co/uploaded/2023/04/Dealroom-Spain-startup-Report-2023-v4.pdf
https://app.dealroom.co/dashboard
https://startupgenome.com/reports/gser2023
https://pub.marq.com/SHM_2023/#_0
https://www.startupblink.com/startup-ecosystem/barcelona-es
https://www.gpainnova.com/es/culture/barcelonas-industry-tradition/
https://blocs.xtec.cat/montse5e/files/2013/01/Els-gremis-a-la-Barcelona-medieval.pdf
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